140 PEAKS AND GLACIERS OF NUN KUN
their bases, which furnished secure footholds and largely obviated the necessity of step-cutting, though our route was in consequence made more tortuous. Had the surface been smooth, the ascent would have been more difficult, more fatiguing, and highly dangerous.
Toward the top the strain was somewhat relieved by two rock-ledges which cropped out of the snow, but the ice-slants between them and above the higher one were so frightfully steep, as the peak narrowed to a point, that, at that altitude, it required all our strength to surmount them. The lower summit, which we did not visit, is a symmetrical snow-cone, at that time entirely covered with nieve penitente* The higher summit terminates in a sharp rock-ledge covered with slabs of shale, its top overhanging like a cornice on the west side, beneath which is a perpendicular drop of several hundred feet to the lower snow-summit* There is only room at the apex for half a dozen persons to sit or stand comfortably. We reached the top at 10*30, in just five hours from camp* The readings gave its altitude as 20,571 feet
Standing on such a spire as this, with a clear view